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nothing more universally acknowledged than in his power to
interfere in the marriage of a female vassal, This may appear
to exist as a contradiction both of the civil and canon law,
which declare that marriage shall be free, while the feudal or
municipal jurisprudence, in case of a fief passing to a female,
acknowledges an interest in the superior of the fief to dictate
the choice of her companion in marriage. This is accounted
for on the principle that the superior was, by his bounty, the
original granter of the fief, and is still interested that the
marriage of the vassal shall place no one there who may be
inimical to his liege lord, On the other hand, it might be
reasonably pleaded that this right of dictating to the vassal
to a certain extent in the choice of a husband, is only com-
petent to the superior, from whom the fief is originally derived
There is therefore no violent improbability in a vassal of Bur-
gundy flying to the protection of the King of France, to whom
the Duke of Burgundy himself was vassal; nor is it a great
stretch of probability to affirm, that Louis, unscrupulous as he
was, should have formed the design of betraying the fugitive
into some alliance which might prove inconvenient, if not
dangerous, to his formidable kinsman and vassal of Burgundy,
I may add, that the romance of QUENTIN DURWARD, which
acquired a popularity at home more extensive than some of its
predecessors, found also unusual success on the Continent,
where the historical allusions awakened more familiar ideas*
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